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Summary

Chapter one in Hasoff and Mandzul’s book Case Studies in Educational

Foundations:Canadian Perspectives is an overview on the disciplines of history, philosophy and

sociology as they pertain to education. The authors explore why these disciplines are important

in an educational context and list essential questions. These questions are meant to help teachers

challenge and explore their own thinking and continue a growth mindset, one that is open to

possibilities and improvement. The chapter is an overview of how introspection,

open-mindedness, and curiosity can help both the students and the teacher. Starting with the

study of history, Hasoff and Mandzul (2015) write educational history can help teachers “…

understand how social conditions have significantly affected families and the reach of school…”

(p.3).  This insight can help teachers understand differences and handle criticism (2015, p.3).

Hasoff and Mandzul also challenge teachers to learn and inspect their own framework

and perspectives so that teachers comprehend the whole narrative. The section discussing

philosophy, the authors state that teachers must challenge assumptions (2015, p.4).  The benefit

to not being a closed minded thinker Hasinoff and Mandzuk (2015) suggest, is student trust in

the teacher; students will trust the teacher will “consider and offer a fair and balanced

presentation”(p.11). Sociology in education explores the social structure in schools which have

the potential for negative impact.  Teachers must be aware of “how socio economic, racial and

ethnic factors can intensify the differences among students” (2015,14). Sociology questions also



help teachers label and understand why this is happening in schools to help “prevent reinforcing

disparities” (2015, p.16).

Hasinoff, H. & Mandzuk, D. (2015) Case Studies in Educational Foundations:Canadian

Perspectives. Oxford University Press.
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The first question that remains unanswered in this article is, “how can we encourage students

to wonder?” In the philosophy section of this chapter it states that, “Philosophers down the ages

claim that philosophy begins in wonder, that anyone can do it. In reality, however, not every

child or student is encouraged to wonder and this capacity may not develop” (Hassinoff &



Mandzuk, 2015.p.8). Encouraging students to wonder is something that takes a lot of time and

effort. However, it is something that we must teach our students because it allows them to grow

academically in a way that is exciting, and most importantly it allows the students and the

teacher to be partners in learning.  There are a few ways you can promote wonder in the

classroom; a great way to start is to add current world events into the learning process for

whatever subject you may be teaching. By adding current events into lessons and activities it

promotes a sense of wonder. Students will look forward to learning about the world around them

and it will encourage them to ask questions and look forward to finding the answers to the

questions they may have. Another way to promote wonder in the classroom is to invite guest

speakers to class. As teacher candidates we understand the importance of oral storytelling and

know that we need to encourage oral storytelling in our classrooms. Inviting guest speakers into

the classroom will promote wonder and will allow students to ask questions, listen and see the

importance in sharing stories.  It also allows students to make genuine connections with what

they are learning about. This will also teach students the importance of primary sources and how

guest speakers can offer us first hand knowledge based on their real life experiences. Teaching

historical inquiry and sharing the oral storytelling process is a great way to encourage wonder in

the classroom. Another tip to ensure you are promoting wonder in your classroom is to allow

your students to be the teacher. This can be done by asking your students to teach a mini lesson

to the class about something they are passionate about. This process will allow students to take

ownership in their learning, have their classmates ask them questions, and will promote a sense

of wonder when preparing for their mini lesson. This activity also creates a wonderful

opportunity for the student and the teacher to become partners in learning. As teacher candidates



we must strive to encourage and develop wonder in the minds of each and every one of our

students.

The second question that remains unanswered in this article is, “how can we teach our

students the virtues of humility, courage, open mindedness and empathy?”  As teacher candidates

we aim to display these virtues in our classroom; however, it is important that we teach our

students to see the importance of these virtues. The article states that, “teacher candidates need

time to explore the notion of good teaching and the central virtues of teaching, such as humility,

courage, open mindedness and empathy”  (Hasinoff & Mandzuk, 2015. p.9).  As teacher

candidates we explore these virtues through lesson planning, studying universal design for

learning and differentiated instruction. However, it is important that we teach our students how to

display these virtues in their daily lives. Whether it be in the classroom, at home or in the

community, students must learn these virtues because it will help them grow to be kind,

respectful and caring individuals. Teaching your students these virtues must start early on in the

school year. It is something that takes a lot of time and planning. A great start to teach these

virtues would be to do workshops on each virtue. Workshops on each virtue will allow students

to truly understand what the virtue is and how they can use that specific virtue in their daily life

when interacting with others. For example, when teaching the virtue of kindness you could have

your students do a random act of kindness day. Tell your students a few days prior to the random

act of kindness day that they need to have an act of kindness to provide to another classmate.

Give them time to prepare for this day whether it be them writing an encouraging and positive

note to their classmate or helping a classmate with a question or problem they may be struggling

with. This activity teaches students how to be kind and caring individuals.
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VIDEO LINK

https://drive.google.com/file/d/115kM5qLAzAiyyzGYuVeIkDCP0M8AGMmW/view?usp=shari
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Picture of Learning Map By: Melissa Little.
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Please see the responses from our group activity (Jamboard) above.
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The Mug Girls


